Test Valley Environment Action Group Meeting

at Beech Hurst, Conference Room 5 on

Monday 22nd September 2008
at 5.30pm
MINUTES
Present:

Chris Watkins (Chair)

Rebecca Windwood

James Moody

Christine Cole

Anton Page

Sharon Goodridge
Karen Narkiewicz

Carol Bartholomew

Cllr Sandra Hawke

Karen Eastley
Liz Kent

6. Welcome

Chris welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked James Moody for coming to give a presentation on the LSP and Joint Areas of Focus.
7. Apologies

Mags Todd

Alison Angell

Dr Malcolm Hudson

Rachel Moroney

Kevin Harrington

Peter Phillips

8. Review of minutes from EAG meeting 18th December

Christine Cole gave an update on Romsey Better Bags. They are currently being sold by businesses, and at other locations, in Romsey. There is a proposed plastic bag free day in Romesy in the new year. This will involve approaching shops to not give away plastic bags freely that day. 
9. New structure of LSP and role of EAG by James Moody
James Moody gave an overview of Test Valley Partnership 

Structure of the TVP:

· Partnership board – representatives from the public, private, voluntary and community sectors 
· Partnership management group  - some of the board members 
· 8 action groups, such as the EAG
The 8 action groups:

· the 8 groups reflect the themes of the community plan

· these 8 action groups need to work together despite being separate groups
Role of the action groups:
· have the expertise and understanding to give practical answers

· provide an operational focus

· take forward the work of the Partnership

The challenge – establishing the Golden Thread:

· clear vision and direction – know priorities and actions

· supporting delivery – partners to work together to have a positive impact

· be able to measure success of an impact

10. Potential Joint Areas of Focus (JAFs)
Joint Areas of Focus are the short – medium term blocks that stop action plans progressing. The aim by February 2009 is to have more focussed action plans for each action group. 
Potential JAFs:

· Supporting businesses and organisations to minimise their environmental impact

· Empowering communities to reduce their environmental impact

· Promotion of biodiversity

It has been agreed that there need to be measurable actions. Anton Page has agreed to reword the JAFs. 

James Moody will come to an EAG meeting in the new year to discuss the JAFs which will be agreed by the board in October. James will also provide information then on the other JAFs and the EAG may wish to take on another JAF. 
11. Sustainable Communities Act

Carol Bartholomew provided information on the Sustainable Communities Act. In October 2008 local authorities have the option to opt in or opt out of the Sustainable Communities Act. This will lead the communities to be able to have a say as currently there are a lot of barriers at community levels and the Sustainable Communities Act will involve removing those barriers. Christine Watkins agreed it would be good for Test Valley Borough Council to support this and has agreed to look into this and circulate this to the EAG. 
12. AOB
Biodiversity Action Plan - Karen Eastley provided copies of the Biodiversity Action Plan. 
Core Strategy – Karen Blundell also update the group that the Core strategy will be open for public consultation in the autumn. The Action Groups will be consulted on this, with the possibility of a planner bringing this to the next EAG meeting. 
Transition Towns – Anton Page explained that there is an initial meeting in Romsey to gauge people’s interest in Rosmey becoming a transition town. Meeting to be held 30th October, 8pm at the United Reform Church. 

Funding – Christine Watkins explained that there is funding available for up to £20 000 for community based projects for communities based within a 10 mile radius of a gravel landfill site. The proposal needs to be completed by 7th November 2008. Christine Watkins also suggested that the Environment Centre (tEC) is happy to coordinate this with any community groups and apply for the funding. 

8. Date of next meeting

The date of the next meeting will be confirmed shortly. 

