Test Valley Environment Action Group Meeting

at Beech Hurst Council Offices, Andover on

Thursday 25th March 2010
at 5.30pm
MINUTES

Present:

Karen Eastley (TVBC)
Steve Lees (TVBC)

Kevin Harrington (TVBC)

Councillor Peter Boulton

Carol Bartholomew (TTA / Test Valley FOE)

Rebecca Chivers (EA)
Robert Page (Romsey and District Society Natural Environment Committee)
1. Welcome and Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Sandra Hawke, Councillor Zilliah Brooks, Christine Cole (TVBC), Rachel Moroney (BTCV), Kim Candler (TVEI), Anton Page (TTR/TV FOE) and Wendy Davis (TTA). Apologies were also received on behalf of Wesley Jones (EA).
2. Notes of Last Meeting (1st December 2009)

No comments other than in relation to the actions. Updates on actions as follows:

	Action
	Update

	National Indicator (NI) 188: Adapting to Climate Change

	KE to contact the Environment Agency about flood risk in Romsey and the potential for some one to speak to the group on this topic.
	Wesley Jones was unable to attend the meeting to speak on this topic, it is hoped that he will be able to attend a future meeting.

	KE to speak to the Development Control team about awareness on revised permitted development rights on laying impermeable surfaces in front gardens.
	There was a range of information in the press about the changes to permitted development rights, including laying impermeable paving. The Development Control team received a significant number of queries about this at the time. 
Note after the meeting: The Council’s website includes a link to the Planning Portal website which provides information for the public on the permitted development rights. 

	KE to provide link to NI 186 (per capita carbon dioxide emissions for the local authority area) figures from the LSP website and provide a list of all the National Indicators on the LSP website (www.yourtestvalley.com).
	The files have been made available on the TV Partnership website (www.yourtestvalley.com). Following some difficulties in accessing the document more details will be provided about how to find the information for Test Valley within this document.

	 LSP Environment Action Plan

	All partners to pass any comments on the Action Plan to KE.
	Comments were received from the Environment Agency and Romsey and District Society Natural Environment Committee.


3. Test Valley Local Development Framework: Core Strategy Update
Test Valley’s Core Strategy document was withdrawn last summer and the Council is currently working on a new document. A revised timescale for the preparation of the Core Strategy (and other documents within the Local Development Framework) has recently been agreed. The first of two consultation periods on the Core Strategy is planned for September / October 2010 – this will focus on the Council’s preferred options. A second consultation period is currently planned for summer 2011 (proposed document for submission), with an Examination into the document currently scheduled to be in late 2011 / early 2012. 
The Core Strategy is envisaged to have more direct links to the Community Plan, and potentially the Joint Areas of Focus. The whole document is being re-assessed (including in relation to changes in national and regional policy); therefore there may be changes in the policy approach in comparison to the withdrawn Core Strategy, which could include in relation to housing allocations. There will be more information on the Core Strategy over the coming months. 

For information, consultation is underway in relation to a number of revisions to national planning policy statements / guidance, this includes consultation documents on Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment and Planning for a Low Carbon Future in a Changing Climate (consultation for both closes 1st June 2010). Both documents are available from the Communities and Local Government website at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/planningpolicyguidance/planningpolicystatements/planningpolicystatements/. 
4. Environment Group Action Plan 2010-2011 

All Partnership Action Groups have or are preparing Action Plans based around the relevant Joint Areas of Focus (JAFs) for each group. The Action Plans will run to 2011 (March) to reflect the timescales of the JAFs. For consistency reasons, a standard template has been developed for the Action Plans, the focus being identifying specific actions that the group can deliver over the next year. Concern was raised about being locked into the JAFs and a one year framework – as such it was recommended an action is included for the group to develop longer term actions (which do not have to directly tie in with the existing JAFs).
Councillor Boulton highlighted that a number of the villages are looking at greening initiatives and would be grateful for advice and information on schemes and funding available – having a leaflet available (ideally for meetings in mid-April) would be beneficial. The Environment Group also has a role in promoting community initiatives.
There needs to be further discussion about the role of the Environment Group in relation to the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). It was noted that Test Valley Borough Council has been undertaking a review of the BAP and is looking to streamline the document. There will need to be discussions in the future about how to progress the BAP.

Water conservation is an important issue within the Borough, which also links in with other matters including biodiversity. It may be beneficial for water use to be considered at the same time as energy use (can be joint savings). Similarly, the management of waste is within the remit of the Environment group and it was considered beneficial to include targets to reduce the amount of household waste generated and increase the proportion reused or recycled.
Based on the discussions, a number of actions were recommended to include within the Action Plan.

Action: KE to update the draft Action Plan to include the actions identified during the discussions.

Action: KH to distribute the results of the BAP Year 1 Review to the EAG (via KE) when the document has been finalised.
5. AOB
TTA - CB: The Transition Town Andover AGM will be held on Tuesday 20th April at the Rendezvous in Andover – it starts at 7pm with a talk by Geoff Mc Bride titled ‘Food Security-what is it?’, with the AGM from 8.00pm. All welcome.
TV FOE - CB: Work is underway in relation to the ‘Get Serious’ Campaign, aims to seek local areas to reduce their carbon emissions by at least 40% by 2020.
TVBC - KE: As part of Andover Live, on the 7th August at the BigFest event it is planned to have a Green Zone, the Council are in the initial stages of planning this, there may be an opportunity for community groups to get involved – more information to follow.

TVBC – KH: currently undertaking a review of the seasonal bedding scheme, looking to undertake trials in Andover to use mixed grass species and wild flowers this summer as a more water and resource efficient approach; the first year of the River Anton Enhancement Strategy has been a success delivering all the proposed actions, now into year 2 and some more ambitious objectives have been set.

Councillor Boulton: A number of villages have been looking at greening initiatives, including the Greening Campaign and the Energy Saving Trust’s Green Communities opportunities. As referred to in relation to item 4, it would be useful for the villages to have access to leaflets to make available for the public at upcoming events.
Note after the meeting: Wendy Davis asked if the following items could be passed on:
· In relation to Sustainable Schools, the revised school travel planning framework that all local schools are working to requires working more closely with local authorities. As the Travel Plan Co-ordinator at Portway, Wendy Davis would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further. 

· With the help of Transition Town Andover and members of the local community a school tree nursery has been established at Portway. Trees are supplied as young whips every year by the Earth Restoration Service (http://www.earthrestorationservice.org). After being cared for by the school pupils, the trees are planted in the local community – first trees due to be planted in late 2010. Wendy Davis would like to discuss this further with TVBC and the EAG.
6.  Date of Future Meetings

The next meetings will be held on:

· 14th June 2010 at the Council Offices in Duttons Road, Romsey

· 22nd September 2010 at the Beech Hurst Council Offices in Andover
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