Test Valley Environment Action Group Meeting

at Duttons Road, Council Chamber on

Monday 8th December 2008
at 5.30pm
MINUTES
Present:

Chris Watkins (Chair)
Cllr Peter Boulton
Rebecca Windwood

Christine Cole

Anton Page

Karen Eastley
Rachel Moroney
6. Welcome

Chris welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending
7. Apologies

Mags Todd

Alison Angell

Sharon Goodridge

Carol Bartholomew

Cllr Sandra Hawke

Karen Narkiewicz

8. Review of minutes from EAG meeting 18th December

An overview of the restructure of TVBC was given, which includes the movement of sustainability to Planning Policy and Transport service, and Environment and Health has split into several other services. 
Update on Joint Areas of Focus (JAFs)
Christine Watkins updated the Group on the JAFs which were discussed in the last meeting. All of the coordinators of the Action Groups attended an away day in October to discuss the proposed JAFs. The outcome of this for the Environment Action Group JAFs:
“Protect and enhance biodiversity”
· This is covered by the Biodiversity Action Plan so it was decided that this JAF should be taken out. It is still valued as important but as this is covered by the BAP it is still a focus. 

“Support businesses and organisations in Test Valley to act sustainably and to reduce their carbon emissions in line with Government targets”
“Empower communities to live sustainably and reduce their “carbon footprint””
· It was decided that these two JAFs will probably be merged together, although the importance and the focus of the two JAFs will still be there: Support businesses, organisations and communities in Test Valley to act sustainably and to reduce their carbon emissions.

The new JAF no longer includes “in line with Government targets”, which raised concerns. However, National Indicators will have to be reported on so activities will have to tie in with government targets, such as:

· NI 185 CO2 reduction from Local Authority operations 
· NI 186 Per capita CO2 emissions in the LA area 
· This data is taken from the power suppliers and calculations are carried out to provide the data for this NI
· The power suppliers do not provide the data until it is 18 months old so by the time the calculations are carried out the data used to report on this NI will be 2 years out of date

· NI 187 Tackling fuel poverty – people receiving income based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating
· the Environment Centre (tEC) are currently collating this data and producing the required information for NI 187 on behalf of the local authorities.
How to empower businesses to become more sustainable:

Christine Cole explained how they were already providing a series of one hour training sessions to businesses in Andover and Romsey and suggested that a training session on environmental issues could be included. For the energy efficiency of the buildings to be recorded it was decided a form should be designed for businesses to fill in to register their current energy usage. This will then provide a baseline to record future energy usage against, as a comparison. 
How to empower community groups to become more sustainable:

If community groups are provided with forms to fill in about their energy use the Environment Centre (tEC) can analyse the data. the Environment Centre (tEC) is already using a form similar to this on the Isle of Wight. It was also recognised that if the focus is on community groups who are already very interested in sustainability issues, the results of the surveys will be skewed. 

Sustainable Communities Act update
Local authorities have to prove they have engaged and empowered local communities. This will be assessed through surveys including on well-being. From April this Act goes live so this will need to be proved. 
9. Transition Town update
Anton Page updated the group on the Transition Town meeting that happened in Romsey in October. Rob Hopkins initiated the Transition Towns movement, with the first transition town being in Ireland and the second one in Totness, Devon. The aim of a Transition Town is to address at local levels:
· Climate change

· Peak oil – in 2005 the maximum amount of peak oil production was reached so it is now at a plateau. It is unknown when the production will decline so an alternative to oil is needed. 

It is currently being investigated if Romsey can become a transition town. 50 people attended the initial meeting, and from this a steering / development group has been set up, and a central group for admin related work has been set up. In addition to these groups, satellite groups on the following topics will be linked:

· Energy alternatives

· Energy reduction

· Local food

· Knitting group 

These satellite groups will either be groups that already exist or new groups, such as the knitting group. 

A key part of the Transition Towns network is to visit other groups that have already done this to be able to get further information and replicate what has already been done. One example of this is Lewes, East Sussex. 
Another aim of the Romsey Transition Town group is to reactivate all of the unused allotments in Romsey. Communities need to be empowered to do this. 
Transition Towns will also raise awareness through presentations to Romsey Town Council and Romsey Retailers Group. 

It was also mentioned that food security can be a problem as the need to import food increases. This highlights the need to become as food neutral as possible. The amount of food that can be produced does depend upon the geographical location of the area. 
10. Core Strategy
Karen Eastley, a Planning Officer at TVBC, gave an update on the Core Strategy. The Core Strategy is one of the key development planning documents which affects decision making. The document, through its chapter headings, links into the community strategy and community plan. The Council was obliged to produce a sustainability appraisal as part of the Core Strategy but do not necessarily have to follow this; the point is to consider these options. This appraisal includes the capacity of water, waste and energy. 

The Core Strategy also sets out that new buildings should reach on the Code for Sustainable Homes is level 3 as soon as the strategy is implemented, increasing to level 4, and reaching level 6 by 2026, which is in-line with the government requirements. The Partnership for Urban South Hampshire (PUSH)’s planning policy SH14 was originally thrown out as the Code for Sustainable Homes level set out for new buildings was too advanced. To meet level 6 by 2026 the building will need to be carbon neutral. For large developments that are currently being planned, they will need to look at the development as a whole to be carbon neutral. To be carbon neutral the infrastructure and building process will need to be looked at as it not feasible to retrofit a building or a development to reach Code for Sustainable Homes level 6. The Core Strategy has to be in accordance to national legislation, such as the under the Climate Change Bill there will need to be an 80% reduction in energy usage. 
The Core Strategy is currently out for consultation, with the 6 week consultation period ending on 12th December. Approximately 700 people attended the public exhibitions. Key groups have been consulted on the Core Strategy, with the key environmental groups including the Wildlife Trust, the Ramblers Association and the Environment Agency. 
11. AOB
James Moody, Partnership Manager, will come to the next meeting to be able to provide further information on the JAFs. The Partnership Board will meet in January to finally decide upon the JAFs. Following this there will be workshops which the action groups will be invited to attend to discuss the JAFs with the other groups to see where the JAFs fit in with the other action groups. 

7. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be in early March, with the date to be confirmed shortly. 
